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Western Political Sciences and Traditional Chinese Political Thought:

From Indifference toward Recognition?

Yuri Pines

Abstract: Chinese political thought of the Warring States period (453-221 BCE) is unrivalled worldwide in terms
of its creativity, boldness, ideological diversity, and its immediate and long-term impact. Nonetheless, its political con-
tent neither stands at the focus of explorations of Western Sinologists, nor is noticed by Western political scientists. My
article analyzes the reasons behind this lackluster interest, and also outlines areas in which Western political sciences
may benefit from engagement with traditional Chinese thinkers. In particular | believe that practical orientation of tradi-
tional Chinese political thought, as well as its intrinsic links to history-writing and resultant flexibility may enrich West-
ern political theories. In terms of content: while traditional Chinese ideas may not pose a serious alternative to dominant
Western political thought, they may at the very least allow questioning and reconsidering some of the hegemonic percep-
tions in modern Western political thought, such as an idea of political equality. Deeper engagement with traditional Chi-
nese political thought will broaden the horizons of Western political sciences.
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